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Anthony Alcock 
Coptic Terms for Containers and Measures 

The following list is taken from W.E. CRUM'S Coptic Dictionary (Oxford 1939) and the 
additions to it compiled by R. KASSER in Complements au Dictionnaire Copte (Cairo 1964) 
and ^Complements Morphologiques au Dictionnaire Copte" BIFAO 64 (1966): 23-61. 

The first column contains the term followed by the Crum reference in brackets and NIC 
means „not in Crum". In the second column (C) is for container and (M) for measure. The 
third column contains the translation in CRUM or CERNY. The final column contains 
information about (a) the known or suggested Egyptian etymologies, followed by a 
reference to the appropriate page in one of the etymological dictionaries: J. CERNY, Coptic 
Etymological Dictionary (Cambridge, 1976), W. WESTENDORF, Koptisches Handworter- 
buch (Heidelberg 1965-77), and W. VYCICHL, Dictionnaire Etymologique de la Langue 
Copte (Leuven 1983) (abbreviated as [Ce], [W], or [V]), and for the sake of completeness 
reference is made to all of them when they discuss the etymology; where the word has 
come into Egyptian from another, usually a Semitic, language, this is indicated by > ; (b) 
the equivalent Greek word or quantity, where known; (c) reference to a related Coptic term. 

I hope to publish a more detailed study of containers and measures at a future date, and 
this list is intended merely as the preliminary stage of such a work. 



kr [Ce 3]; A£K&vtov ? 
xokXa^ov ?= 25 sextarii 



(j)mn}j [W 486] 

j/?/[Cell/W10/V15a] 

aoKOtXcbviov 

(j)swjj [Ce 13/W 489/V 17a] 

tgmf<knfjkn [Ce 1WW 19, 

492/V 24b] 

b c j [Ce 20/W 21 /V 17a] pmov 



1 i.e. not in CRUM's Dictionary/KASSER or any of the etymological dictionaries. It occurs in one of the 
non-literary texts from Kellis in the Dakhleh Oasis (currently being edited by A. ALCOCK, W.-P. FUNK 
and I. GARDNER), to be published as a Dakhleh Oasis Project Monograph by Oxbow Press c. 1997. 



&KXH (3b) 


(C) 




akKotrXak-a-ne (3b) 


(C) 




KXKOtf (5b) 


(C) 


flask 


StiUiOK (7b) 


(M) 




JS/&.IH (7b) 


(C) 


pot 


&.TIOT (14b) 


(C) 


cup 


&.pe (15a) 


(C) 


bucket 


*CK&YXe (NIC 1 ) 


(C) 




axovi (18b) 


(C) 


purse 


&soN (26b) 


(C) 


vessel stand 


B* (27a) 


(M) 


palm branch 
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6\Bi\e (37b) 

g&XKOT (38a) 
6i«i (40a) 
fiiM^a. (41b) 

fiip (41b) 



(M) 

(C) 
(C) 
(C) 

(C) 



grain 

bottle 

crucible 

dish 

basket 



Bpfie (?) (42b) 


(C) 




fiepcit (43b) 


(C) 


basket 


£&p(D2, (44b) 


(C) 




6*c (44b) 


(CM) 




fince (44b) 


(C) 


bucket 


eX&M. (55a) 


(M) 




HXXe (66b) 


(M) 




eione (82a) 


(C/M) 




(CT)erco^e (89b) 


(M) 




K&ft&i (99a) 


(C) 


wicker basket 


khBi (99b) 


(C) 


jar 


Ko-arKo-ar^^-ar (102a) 


(C) 


pan 


KXe (102a) 


(C) 




KeXcoX (104a) 


(C) 


pitcher 


K^^LTe(llOb) 


(C) 




KNIKI2tj(lllb) 


(C/M) 




knnc (112a) 


(C?) 




KOTTH2S.OT (113a) 


(C) 




n*n(113b) 


(C/M) 




Kin (113b) 


(M) 




Kd)p(115a) 


(M) 


wine measure 


Koeic (120a) 


(C/M) 





brbriblbljplbnbnt [Ce 22/W 23, 

494/V 27] 

ftgif [V 28a] poriioxAaq 
mnt/mnjjt [Ce 24/W 24/ V 28b] 
niva§ >bnd ? [Ce 25/W 24/V 

30a] 

bjjr/bljj [Ce 25/W 26, 495/ V 

30a] 

6xp and cif [V 30b] 

= 4 xovviK£<; 

Z>MCe27/W27/V31b] 

bis [Ce 27/W 27, 495/ V 31b] 

Pflatq 

c nb [W 498] 

jpf [W51,504/V65a]=5 
dpxdpai/47-50 ^eaxai 

Cf. COT 

qbst [Ce52/W57/V71b] 
qbjj(t)iqbt [Ce 52/ W 57,506/V 
71b]K<xpo<;(cf. exGe) 

Semitic [Ce 54/W 60/ V 75b] 
Jbr[Ce56/W62,508/V77b] 
„01ma6" [W 64] 
kviSlov [Ce 59/W 65] rel. 

KOTTN^KHT ?] 

?/irfw[Ce60/W66/V84a] 



Semitic [Ce 61/W 510] Kopo<; 
kls/kjjs [Ce 64/W 506] Kotc; 



Enchoria 23, 1996 



Coptic Terms for Containers and Measures 



KOTC (NIC 2 ) 


(M) 




Xovq 


kot (127a) 


(C) 


basket 


^^" [W 71, 512/ V 89b] 
kotdA,t| 


Kaoge(130b 


(C?) 






k».*j (134b) 


(C) 


pitcher 


Semitio qd [Ce 69/W 513] 


Mk (138a) 


(C) 


pot 


[W76rel. \OK ?] 


*OK(138a) 


(C) 


bowl 


Semitio /<? [Ce70/ 
W514/V96a]£eoTnq 


XiKNe (139b) 


(M) 






\*knt (139b) 


(C) 


bowl 


Semitio Ign [Ce71/W77, 
514/V 96a]A,ayDV\><; or teicavri 


X^kootc (140a) 


(M) 




kviSiov XaKcbxiov [V 96b] 


\*ZH (149a) 


(M) 




KVl5lOV 


XeiXcu^e (149b) 


(C) 


water-pot (?) 


[W516] 


Mil i (150b) 


(C) 


bowl 




ASiOKI (161b) 


(C) 


jar 


m£[Ce80/W517/V110a] 


Kit* (NIC?) 


(M) 




jiva = c. 0.45 kg. 


XlKT (176a) 


(M) 




Semitio [ievxl |Li68iog/|iexpov 
=l/6&px&pn(7)[V117a] 


iVLep&N (183a) 


(Q 


water container 


mrjjnt ? [Ce 88AV 520/ V 120a] 


Aj^Tpec (183a) 


(C) 


m 


|adpi<;=19 ^iaxai/6 kotuAxxi/IO 
Xoeq [Ce 89/ W 100/V 120b] 


^p(Dtge (184a) 


(C) 




mrbt [Ce 89/W 101] identical 
with Avp(D2,e ? 


A^&eic (184b) 


(M?) 






M.OCN6 (186b) 


(CM) 




m ( y/z[Ce91/W102/V122b] 


avut Jp (206a) 


(C) 


pot 


mhjr [Ce 97/W 109] 


*ioei£ (208a) 


(M) 




mift [Ce 97AV 89/V 109b] 
^loei/^icoiov 


**2,e (210b) 


(M) 


cubit 


m/*[Ce98/W110] 


*l***g (213a) 


(M/C?) 




iwd?[CelOG/W113,523] 
[idxiov 


AjL(D2Le (213a) 


(M) 




|l68lO^ Cf. Ak&&21€ ? 



2 The term occurs several times in the Kellis documents in connection with oil. 

3 Occurs several times in the Kellis documents. 
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nk* (c) (223b) 


(C) 




nkt [Ce 107] 


hott (229b) 


(C) 






NOT2, (241a) 


(M) 


rope 


nh [Ce 117/W 134] a%owiov: 
includes cknot^ (o%oivt0jia) 
and igeNN02, (oxolviajxa) 


Ne^fiHX (241b) 


(C) 


wine-skin 


Semitic [Ce 118/ W 135]=150 


oeine (256a) 


(M) 




jpt [Ce 121/W 140/V 155a] 
(oi<|>i)=l/4or 1/6 apxapTi 


noNK«{ (266a) 


(C) 


bottle, tube(?) 


pnq [W 148] 


nopo (268a) 


(C) 






nop K (269a) 


(M) 




/>r#[W151,534] 


pa^p (299a) 


(C) 




rel. pop ? [W 166] 


pep^H (299b) 


(M) 




rwn/yY[Cel39/W166/V 
177b]=l/2 apoupot 


pTOi (305b) 


(M) 


span 


drt- c U [Ce 141/W 167/ V 178b] 


Pto6 (305b) 


(M) 


artaba 


Semitic or Persian> rtb [Ce 
141/W 168] dpxdpTi 


p^2,Te(312a) 


(C) 


cauldron 


rhdt/rht [Ce 143AV 172/ V 
180a] Xzfinq 


cor (325a) 


(C) 


sack, bag 


s(l)q/s<q [Ce 149AV 180, 537/V 
186a] a&KKoq 


c*Xo (330b) 


(C) 


basket 


Semitic [Ce 151/W 183] 


coATe (342a) 


(C) 






chmc (343b) 


(C) 


granary, bin 


snjjt/snl/snwt [Ce 155/ W 188/V 
190a] 


con (351a) 


(M?) 






cip (353b) 


(C) 


jar 


[W 194, 539] 


ccdt (360a) 


(M) 


aroura 


stjt [Ce 164/W 199, 541] 


CTGI(D2,e 


(M) 


aroura 


stJt-Sht [Ce 164/W 54] 


coTe (362a) 


(M?) 






cotciot (371a) 


(M) 






cociig (374b) 


(M) 




sjh(h(3)h(j) [W 180, 536] 


czkh (378b) 


(C/M?) 
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Toffee (397a) 


(C) 


fo?;c, chest 


dbttldbt [Ce 180/W 225, 545] 


THH6e(397b) 


(M) 


digit 


#'[Cel81/W220] 


Tcoui^e (415a) 


(C) 


purse 


rmi[Cel88/W223] 


TOTA\.T(416a) 


(C?) 




=4 MTpa* 


r^t (453b) 


(C/M?) 






t2,*e (459a) 


(C/M) 




thm [Ce 204/W 258, 550] 


oT^Tftec (497b) 


(M?) 






otot^ (499a) 


(C) 


cup 


wdhfwth[Cc 220/W 281, 553] 


ome (524a) 


(M) 


stone 


jnr [Ce 228/W 292] 


eg i (548a) 


(M) 


measure 


hljj [Ce 236AV 301] 


or icu (549b) 


(C) 


pot 


hpt [W 556] 


urwKax (557a) 


(M) 






or oX (557b) 


(M) 


bundle 


&rw [W 309] 


ufNT&ece (573b) 


(M) 






ur on (574b) 


(M) 


4 fingers, palm 


£yp[Ce248/W321,529] 
= 7ta5iaiorr| 


igjn^ (576b) 


(M) 




Nubian? 


ur*Ti**(595b) 


(C) 


bag 




urotro (603a) 


(C) 






uraag (604b) 


(C/M) 




ss [Ce 259] 


uroujoH (609a) 


(C) 


pot 


ssw [Ce261/W336] 


ur<|CD (611a) 


(M) 


schoenus 


s/r/[Ce261/W339/V276b] 


2,o (650a) 


(M) 




cf. tOJ 


toi(651b) 


(M) 




V[Ce273] 


tHKe (662b) 


(M) 




/&# [Ce277/W336] 


2,HXe (667a) 


(C/M) 




Amv* [Ce 278] 


t\on (671b) 


(C) 


pouring vessel 


fcr/?/£np [Ce 280/W 367, 565] 


2>X&2,<dm> (672b) 


(C?) 






2,has.€ (676a) 


(C/M) 




/wif[Ce282/W371] 


£OAve (676a) 


(C) 


cup 


hnwt [W 566] 


2,o(o)A!Lec (679a) 


(C) 


water-jarf?) 




tin (685a) 


(C/M) 


cup, liquid measure hnw [Ce 285]=0.45 litre 


2,u>t (718b) 


(C) 


sack 




^avTAke (724a) 


(C/M) 
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£Ton (725b) 


(C/M) 




htp [Ce 302] 


2,otc (727a) 


(C/M) 




h$t_s [Ce 305] 


2,(1)^4 (742a) 


(M) 


hand(ful) 


W< [Ce 307] 


2,*x (742b) 


(C/M) 






xh (747b) 


(C) 


dishy bowl 


#/g<[Ce308/W410] 


2ii (752a) 


(C) 




fiy/[Ce308/W411] 


aw (759b) 


(C) 


cup 


d?dw(dJjj [Ce 31 1/W 413] 


*i\Xec (768a) 


(C) 


box, wallet 


<5rr[W419] 


2tHX©e/ itXse (NIC 4 ) 


(C) 






*o*l (770b) 


(C) 


cauldron 


U$k\<; 


212sah (773b) 






(see g&kj&h) 


&&Ne (773b) 


(C) 


ark, box 




2sl&ho (773b) 


(C) 


basket (?) 


Jn/w[Ce315/W425] 


21H04 (777a) 


(C) 


basket 


^/[Ce317AV427] 


2iN€^(777b) 


(C/M) 


oil container 


///y-n/i[Ce317/W428] 


*on (778a) 


(C) 


dish, bowl 


«7[Ce317/W429] 


nopftec (785b) 


(C?) 






2LHHC (787b) 


(C) 


bowl, censer 


reL^H ?[W434] 


2ijce (790b) 


(M) 




=1/100 apoupa 


s& (802a) 


(C) 




?ij/[Ce324/W447] 


eifie 


(C) 




[W 446, 566/V 335b] 


seX/a^r (811a) 


(C) 


jar, vase 


Semitic [Ce 328/W 452] Ka?i7ni 


e^\iTe(813a) 


(C/M) 




gljjt [Ce329/W453] 
koMxxOov ? 


efcX*2/r(813b) 


(C) 


pot 


Semitio^rto [Ce329/W 
454/V 339b] 


Gone (825b) 


(C/M 


small vessel, quantity SemitioAp [Ce 334/W 








463/V 345a] 


©*ni* (827b) 


(M) 




Semitic or Persian [Ce 335/W 
464/V 346a] KamOri/Kcmeric; 


6d,p5^T&N€ (832a) 


(C) 


bread basket 


yupyaGiov [Ce 337/W 468] 


goct (832b) 


(M) 




gsfj [Ce 337/W 468] 



4 Occurs several times in the Kellis documents, twice identified as „full of lentils". Connected with 
21(D \S „sew" (CD 767b; B), meaning a sort of sack? 
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6QOTHC (836a) 


(C/M) 


sack 


gwn[Ce339/W470,574/V 
349a] 


sis (840a) 


(M) 


hand 


qd(t) [Ce 340AV 472/ V 350a] 


61S.2SM.H (842a) 


(M) 


handful 


?dm[Ce340/W474,575/V 
326a, 351a] 
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